


PARENTING PLANPRIVATE 

PARENTING PRINCIPLES
listnum "WP List 1" \l 1
We agree that our child, namely, _________ born ___________ ("the child") needs the following:


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To know we both love him/her.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To have two "homes" in every sense of the word.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To be left out of conflict between us.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
For us to live in close enough proximity to each other to co-parent effectively.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To be emotionally, physically and financially secure.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To be supported to achieve academic and personal success based on his/her goals and interests.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To have his/her age and stages of development respected.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To have the benefit of expert advice when needed, to assist in determining his/her best interests.


listnum "WP List 1" \l 2
To have his/her wishes taken into consideration, when appropriate.

listnum "WP List 1" \l 1
The purpose of this plan is to have the parents cooperatively share parenting tasks and responsibilities.

JOINT CUSTODY

3.      The mother and father shall have joint custody of the child.

RESIDENCE OF THE CHILDREN
4.
The day-to-day residence and care of the child will be with the mother/father.  He /she will be in the residence and care of the mother/father as set forth under the heading, "Father's/Mother’s Care Periods" below.

DAY-TO-DAY DECISIONS
5.
The parent residing with the child at the relevant time will make the daily decisions affecting his/her welfare.

IMPORTANT DECISIONS
6.
The father and mother will make important decisions about the child's welfare together, including decisions about the child's:


listnum "WP List 2" \l 2
education;


listnum "WP List 2" \l 2
major non-emergency health care;


listnum "WP List 2" \l 2
major recreational activities;


listnum "WP List 2" \l 2
child care;


listnum "WP List 2" \l 2
religious activities.


If the parties cannot agree, they will use the problem solving section of this plan to resolve the difference.

FATHER'S / MOTHER’S CARE PERIODS
7.
The father/mother shall have liberal and generous care periods with the child at reasonable times on reasonable notice.  Such care periods are to include the following times and to be exercised on the following terms:


(a)
Transportation

(b)
Weekend Care Periods

(c)
Midweek Care Period

(d)
Summer Vacations 

(e)
Christmas School Breaks

(f)
March Break

(g)
Mother's Day/Father's Day

(h)
Halloween

(i)
Other Times
CO-OPERATION ON PARENTING ISSUES
8.
The parties agree and undertake that in all matters relating to the custody, maintenance, education and general well-being of the child of the marriage, that the child's interests shall at all times be paramount, and the Father and the Mother agree and undertake that in all matters, they shall place their own separate convenience and interest second to the convenience and interest of the child of the marriage.

9.
The parties acknowledge that their separation could do emotional harm to the child of the marriage and they undertake with one another that they shall at all times do everything necessary to ensure that the life of the child is disrupted as little as possible.  The Father and Mother shall consciously respect the rights of one another regarding the child of the marriage.  Neither parent shall, in any act, omission or innuendo, or in any way tend to attempt to alienate the child from either parent.

10.
It is agreed and understood between the parties that they shall maintain a reasonable and flexible position regarding the care period/residency arrangements with the child of the marriage and at all times, the best interests of the child shall prevail.

11.
Each parent shall endeavour to conduct their interactions with each other in keeping with the child's best interests.

12.
Each parent shall discuss issues regarding the care of the child between themselves, or failing that should communicate between themselves in writing.  The child shall not be used to carry information between the parents.

13.
There shall be no "editorializing" in written communications.  Neither parent shall speak ill of the other parent in the child's presence, and shall not participate in angry remarks the child might make about the other parent.

14.
Neither parent shall encourage the child to speak about the difficulties that the child might be having with the other parent, but will encourage the child to deal with the parent directly.  If either parent has questions that the safety of the child might be compromised in some fashion, that parent has a responsibility to speak to/with the other parent before involving the authorities (unless there is clear evidence that the child is in imminent danger).

15.
The above code of conduct for the parents shall be binding upon any new partner that either parent might have.  The above code of conduct for the parents shall also be binding on all members of their extended family.

16.
It is the responsibility of the parents to ensure that the above code of conduct is held in strict compliance.

17.
The Father and Mother may attend all school functions.  They may attend teacher meetings either together or separately.  Each parent may obtain his or her own school calendar and school notices.  

18.
Without limiting the foregoing, the Mother and Father shall communicate openly regarding any events, circumstance or condition that arise for the child.  School and health conditions should be freely communicated in a timely fashion.

19.
The Father and Mother shall seek and use personal counselling to resolve hostility and anger associated with the failure of the marriage if these emotions continue to interfere with effective communication regarding the child.

20.
If the child experiences emotional distress, the parties agree to discuss the appropriateness of professional assistance.

21.
The parties agree that there shall be full disclosure between them in all matters touching the welfare of the child and they agree that they shall confer as often as necessary to consider any problem or difficulty or matter requiring consideration touching the child's welfare.

DEATH OF CUSTODIAL PARENT
22.
If the Mother/Father dies, the Mother/Father will have custody of the child and be guardian of the child's property.  The parties will make Wills consistent with this section.  If both parties die, [                     ] will have custody of the child and become guardian of the children's property.  The Father and Mother will make wills consistent with this section.

TRAVEL
23.
If either parent plans a vacation with the child, that parent will give the other a detailed itinerary at least fourteen (14) days before it begins, including the name of any flight carrier, flight times, accommodation, including address and telephone numbers and details of how to contact the child during the trip.

24.
If either parent plans a vacation without the child, that parent will give the other a telephone number where he or she can be reached in case of emergency or if the child wish to contact that parent.

MOBILITY
25.
The residence of each parent will be restricted to [              ]-kilometre radius from [                                                          ] without written consent of the other parent or court order obtained on notice.

PROBLEM SOLVING
26.
In the event that the parents alone cannot resolve conflicts concerning this parenting plan, they agree to seek appropriate, competent assistance of an experienced mediator from a counselling facility in Kitchener-Waterloo agreed to by the parents.

27.
Either parent may determine if mediation is necessary in order to resolve conduct issues, and such parent shall give written notice that he or she intends to invoke this clause.  Both parents shall attend with the family counsellor/mediator within 10 days of receipt of such notice or earlier if appointments are available with that professional.  

28.
The family counsellor/mediator shall discuss the disagreement with each party, with a view to working out a mutually satisfactory solution.

29.
In conducting any mediation, the parties shall empower the mediator to collect such information from third parties, as, in the discretion of the mediator, may assist in resolving the dispute.

30.
In the event that the conflict involves an issue which is timely in nature (for example, a medical event other than one which is anticipated above), the parents will take professional advice, obtain a second opinion if that is necessary, and follow the prudent course.

31.
If any dispute cannot be resolved by the parties in the foregoing manner, the parties will return to the collaborative law process before pursuing any other dispute resolution process.




